
Board of Livestock Meeting  
 
Agenda Request Form 

 

From:  Ethan Wilfore  
 

Division/Program: New Business 
Red Tape Relief - Brands 

Meeting Date: 1/26/22 
 

Agenda Item:  Red Tape Relief Project               
 
Background Info:  

- Review high and medium priority items from December 2021 board meeting 
- Review and set priorities for MCA 81-6 

 
Recommendation: None 
Time needed: 120 minutes Attachments: Yes X No Board vote required? Yes   No X 
Agenda Item: 
Background Info: 
 
Recommendation:  
Time needed:  Attachments: Yes  No  Board vote required Yes  No  
Agenda Item:  
Background Info:  
 
Recommendation:  

Time needed:   Attachments: Yes  No  Board vote required: Yes  No  

 



High and Medium Priority Review – Containment of Livestock 

 

81-4-203. Open range defined. In 81-4-204, 81-4-207, and 81-4-208, the term "open range" 

means all lands in the state of Montana not enclosed by a fence of not less than two wires in good 

repair. incorporated as a city or town. The term "open range" includes all highways outside of private 

enclosures and used by the public whether or not the same have been formally dedicated to the 

public. 

81-4-208. Killing of animal running at large -- notice -- posting and service. (1) Except as 

provided in subsection (3), if an animal running at large cannot, by reasonable effort, be captured, 

taken up, or corralled, it may lawfully be killed unless the owner or person having the management 

or control of it takes the animal off the open range and restrains it from running at large within 10 

days after notice is given as provided in this section. The notice must be signed by one or more 

taxpayers of the vicinity of the range on which the animal is at large and must be substantially as 

follows: 

"To whom it may concern: 

Take notice, that a certain (stallion, ridgeling, unaltered male mule, or jackass, as the case may 
be) is running at large on the open range (identify the range by general description) in .... County, 
Montana. Unless the animal is removed from the range and restrained from running at large on open 
range within 10 days after the date of this notice, it will be killed. 

(Date) 
(Signature or 

signatures)" 
(2) The notice must be posted at the post office nearest the place where the animal was last seen 

on the range and similar notices must be posted in two other of the most public places in the vicinity 
of the range, and the notice must at once be mailed to the owner or person having management or 
control of the animal if the owner's or person's name and address are known. 

(1) An animal unlawfully running at large must be reported to a state stock inspector. If the stock 
inspector is unable to determine ownership of the animal running at large, they shall deem the animal 
an estray as defined in 81-4-601 and follow procedures set forth in 81-4-602 through 81-4-621. 

(3) (2)A person shall report a swine running at large to the board. The board shall determine if the 
swine is an animal running at large subject to this section or a feral swine subject to the provisions of 
Title 81, chapter 29, part 1. 

81-4-604. Sale at public auction -- branding. On the date specified in the notice provided for in 81-

4-603, the stock inspector shall sell the estray at a public auction to the highest bidder for cash. Before 

removal from the sale, the stock inspector shall may brand the estray with the recorded estray brand of 

the department. 

Regulation Title Priority Action 
MCA 81-4-203 Open Range Defined High Amend 

MCA 81-4-208 Killing of Animal Running At Large – Notice 
– Posting and Service 

Medium Amend 

MCA 81-4-301 Herd Districts – Creation, Size, and 
Location 

High Amend 

MCA 81-4-604 Sale at Public Auction – Branding High Amend 

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0810/chapter_0040/part_0020/section_0040/0810-0040-0020-0040.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0810/chapter_0040/part_0020/section_0070/0810-0040-0020-0070.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0810/chapter_0040/part_0020/section_0080/0810-0040-0020-0080.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0810/chapter_0040/part_0060/section_0030/0810-0040-0060-0030.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0810/chapter_0040/part_0060/section_0030/0810-0040-0060-0030.html


Repeal Candidates 

Regulation Title Priority 
MCA 81-4-211 Female Breeding Cattle, Purebred Bull to Accompany Low 

MCA 81-4-212 Castration of Violating Bulls Low 

MCA 81-4-214 Branding Animals Running At Large – Running Irons Prohibited Low 

MCA 81-4-216 Damage to Planted Trees Low 



Regulation Title Suggestion Comments 
MCA 81-6-3 Livestock Crimestoppers Review Program may be outdated 

MCA 81-10-104 Rulemaking Review Must establish rules, fees, etc. 

 



Regulation Title Suggestion Comment

81-7-102  Department to supervise destruction of 

predatory animals -- cooperation with other 

agencies -- administration of money

Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-7-103  Administration of funds by department Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-7-104  Predator control money -- use of proceeds Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-7-105  Disposition of proceeds from sale of skins, hides, 

and specimens -- presenting to museums

Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-7-106  Predatory animal state special revenue account Review Subsection (3) termination.

81-7-111  Evidence of killing by bounty claimant N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-112  Bounty inspectors N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-113  Claim for bounty Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-7-114  Certificate and record of sheriff N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-115  Duty of county clerk Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-7-116  Bounty claims and certificates to be filed with 

department

Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-7-117  Department to examine claims and certificates -- 

approval or disapproval of claims

Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-7-118  Fee for purpose of paying bounty claims -- 

limitation on fee

Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-7-120  Use of funds remaining after payment of 

bounties -- sale of furs, skins, and specimens -- 

presentation to museums

Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-7-121  Falsifying certificates or affidavits -- penalty N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-122  Penalty for fraudulent claims N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-201  County fee for bounties on predatory animals -- 

definition

N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-203  County bounty fund N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-204  Presentation of skins -- affidavit N/A Is this language applicable to the department?
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Regulation Title Suggestion Comment

81-7-205  County clerk to provide forms N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-206  Existing bounty laws not affected N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-301  Definition N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-302  County commissioners to conduct predatory 

animal control program for protection of sheep

N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-303  County commissioners permitted to require per 

capita license fee on sheep

N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-304  Proceeds of furs and skins taken N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-305  Duty of county commissioners -- petition of 

sheep owners -- license fees

N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-401  Killing of dogs harassing, destroying, or injuring 

stock -- notice to owner -- penalty

N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-402  Liability of owner of dog for damages to 

livestock or poultry

N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-403  Dogging livestock N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-501  Aerial hunting prohibited -- exceptions Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-7-503  Residency requirement Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-7-504  Duration of permit -- fee Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-7-505  Resident landowners authorized to aerially hunt 

over their own lands without permit -- 

conditions

Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-7-511  Penalty -- revocation of permit Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-7-512  Enforcement Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-7-601  Definition N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-602  County commissioners authorized to establish 

predatory animal control program for protection 

of cattle

N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-603  County commissioners permitted to require per 

capita license fee on cattle

N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

81-7-604  Proceeds of skins taken N/A Is this language applicable to the department?
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Regulation Title Suggestion Comment

81-7-605  Duty of county commissioners -- petition of 

cattle owners -- license fees

N/A Is this language applicable to the department?

32.22.102 ISSUANCE OF PERMITS Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

32.22.103 DURATION OF PERMITS Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

32.22.104 RESTRICTIONS UPON USE OF PERMIT Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

32.22.105 REPORTING REQUIREMENTS Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

32.22.106 REVOCATION, SUSPENSION, OR MODIFICATION 

OF PERMIT

Review Is this language relevant or neccessary?

81-8-901  Beef promotion and marketing -- powers and 

duties of department -- contract

Review Remove "deposit" language from law?

15-24-921  Per capita fee to pay expenses of enforcing 

livestock laws

Review Remove "bounty" language from law?

15-24-922  Board of livestock to prescribe per capita fee -- 

refunds

Review Remove "Refund" language from law?

15-24-925  Reimbursement to department -- transmission 

of fees to state

Review Make permenant "At least $350,000" language?
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Board of Livestock Meeting  
 
Agenda Request Form 

 

From:  Ethan Wilfore  
 

Division/Program: Brands Meeting Date: 1/26/22 
 

Agenda Item:  Rerecord 
Background Info: 

- Report closeout to Board 
 

Recommendation: None 
Time needed: 10 minutes Attachments: Yes X No Board vote required? Yes   No X 
Agenda Item: Request to Hire Position      
Background Info:  

- Request to hire for District 19 Investigator (Custer, Powder River, Garfield) 
 
Recommendation: Approve hire 
Time needed: 10 minutes Attachments: Yes  No X Board vote required Yes X No  
Agenda Item:  Discuss 2022 Montana Bond Book (Criminal Penalties) 
Background Info:  
 
 
Recommendation:  
Time needed:   Attachments: Yes  No  Board vote required: Yes  No  

 





Board of Livestock Meeting  
 
Agenda Request Form 

 

From:   Tahnee Szymanski, DVM 
 

Division/Program: Animal Health Bureau Meeting Date: January 26, 
2022 
 

Agenda Item:  Bovine Tuberculosis (TB) Update          
Background Info: AHB will provide an update on the epidemiological investigation following the detection of 
bovine TB in a Blaine County herd.  
 
Recommendation: NA 
Time needed: 15 minutes Attachments:   NO Board vote required?   NO 

 

Agenda Item:  Out of Country Travel Request 
Background Info: Dr. Zaluski is requesting pre-approval to participate in an international program review 
team led by USDA to evaluate the administration of disease programs to determine if a country is eligible for 
importation of animals and animal products into the U.S.  
 
The destination and dates have yet to be determined, but requests are typically short notice, so pre-approval 
is necessary to be considered.  Participation in a program review benefits DOL because: 

 

• It provides insight into the auditing process for allowing international imports – DOL has at times been asked for 

comment on imports from Brazil and other trading partners.  

• The process allows us to access Montana’s disease programs relative to an international standard to address 

shortcomings.  

• A program review presents an excellent educational opportunity 

 
Travel costs including per diem are covered by USDA.  Wages would be covered with agency funds. 
  
Recommendation: approve travel for 1 to participate 
Time needed:  10 minutes Attachments:   NO Board vote required YES   

 
Agenda Item:       Out of State Travel Request for WSLHA meeting 
Background Info: The Western States Livestock Health Association annual meeting is a chance for state 
animal health officials from 19 western states to meet and discuss regional and national issues. Previous 
meetings topics have included brucellosis, trichomoniasis, traceability, and tuberculosis, among others. This 
meeting is an opportunity to collaborate with other states on policy that impacts animal health issues in our 
respective western states. This year’s meeting will be in June in Bellingham, WA, June 5-8. 
  
Recommendation: Approval for up to 3 individuals to travel 

Time needed: 5 minutes Attachments:  NO Board vote required: YES  

       

Agenda Item: Request to hire AH compliance position     
Background Info: A compliance position has been recently vacated due to a retirement. The AHB is looking to 
fill a compliance position in the import office.  
 
Recommendation: 
Time needed: 5 min Attachments:  NO Board vote required: Yes  

       

       



Agenda Item: Madison County Brucellosis Affected Herd update 

Background Info: AHB will provide an update on the status of the most recent brucellosis affected herd 
located in the DSA portion of Madison County. 
 
Recommendation: 
Time needed:15 minutes Attachments:  NO Board vote required:  NO 

       

Agenda Item: AHB Emergency Preparedness Update 

Background Info: AHB will provide an update on upcoming emergency preparedness activities.  
 
Recommendation: 
Time needed: 15 minutes Attachments:  NO Board vote required:  NO 

       

Agenda Item:  Discussion on Required Transition to Electronic Health Certificates 
Background Info:  
 
Recommendation: 
Time needed:15 minutes Attachments:  NO Board vote required:  NO 

       

Agenda Item:   

Background Info: 
 
Recommendation: 
Time needed:  Attachments: Yes No Board vote required: Yes No 

 







Board of Livestock Meeting  
 
Agenda Request Form 

 

From:   Martin Zaluski, DVM, Acting Milk 
and Egg Bureau Chief 
 

Division/Program: Animal Health/ 
Milk and Egg Bureau  

Meeting Date:  
January 26, 2022 

Agenda Item:     Workload review 

The bureau is engaged in a workload review for the two sanitarians inspecting all milk and egg facilities in the 
State.  The inspection work itself is at an acceptable level but the travel time between and to facilities can 
present challenges.  Both inspectors have facilities located 4 hours away from their home base which becomes 
challenging should those facilities need help or inspections on short notice. 
  
Recommendation:  
Time needed: 10 min Attachments: Yes No Board vote required? Yes  No 
Agenda Item:   General updates 

The rating of the NW MT BTU was completed as scheduled on December 29th by a visiting SRO from ID.  Three 
dairies were inspected, and the BTU passed. 
 
The Bureau has requested and received an extension for BTU 32-01 that is due February 10, 2022.  This is a 
large BTU that includes 29 dairies and covers central Montana, from the hi-line to Yellowstone County.  The 
rating will require our SRO to visit 25 of those 29 dairies.  Staff had scheduled the ratings to take place the 
week of January 10th, however, the inspector for that area was put under quarantine during that time.  With 
Omicron variant infections of COVID rapidly increasing, staff felt it necessary to request more time to finish 
the rating to reduce risk of exposure to staff and producers. 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Time needed: 5 min Attachments: Yes No Board vote required: Yes No 

 



Board of Livestock Meeting  
 
Agenda Request Form 

 

From:   Alicia Love 
 

Division/Program:  Meat and 
Poultry Inspection 

Meeting Date:  
January 26, 2022 

Agenda Item:   Hiring Update              
 
We still currently have 3 vacancies. We have interviewed a candidate for the Bozeman position, but an offer 
has not been finalized yet. We also interviewed 2 candidates on January 13th and are hoping those will fill our 
remaining vacancies in the Kalispell region. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Time needed: 5 min Attachments:  No X Board vote required?  No X 
Agenda Item:              Cooperative Interstate Shipment Program 
Background Info:  
 
A letter has been sent to FSIS notifying them of our formal agreement with South Dakota State University’s 
laboratory. This lab is able to do product testing and meets the accreditation requirements for the 
Cooperative Interstate Shipment Program. We are anticipating that we will be hearing from FSIS at the end of 
the month to determine what will happen next in the process.  
 
 
Recommendation: 
Time needed:  5 min Attachments:  No X Board vote required  No 

X 
Agenda Item:       Request Permission to Hire 
Background Info: 
  
Marcia Lipke, the Eastern District Supervisor, retired on January 7th.  The Eastern District is the largest district 
that we oversee. We are seeking permission to fill this key position. 
 
Recommendation: 

Time needed:  Attachments:  No  Board vote required: Yes   

Agenda Item:     
Background Info: 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Time needed: Attachments: Yes No Board vote required: Yes No 

Agenda Item: 

Background Info: 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 



Board of Livestock Meeting  
 
Agenda Request Form 

 

From:  Gregory Juda 
 

Division/Program: MVDL Meeting Date: 1/26/2022 
 

Agenda Item:  MVDL Operations Update 
An overview of the following items will be provided: 
 

• Update on building design work with LPW Architecture and Clark Enersen Partners  

• YOY CWD and Brucella testing numbers as of 1/21/22 

• Update on NAHLN funding equipment purchases previously approved by BOL 

o Precellys Evolution tissue homogenizer (received 11/2022) 

o New ultralow freezer (received 12/2021) 

o Sensititre antimicrobial sensitivity analyzer (Received 1/2022) 

o CO2 incubator for Microbiology Lab (replacement for failing unit) 

o Tecan Automated Liquid Handling Robot (refurbished and currently in use by serology) 

o Thermofisher Apex extraction unit  

• Update on new hire for clinical pathology lab section 

Recommendation: N/A 
Time needed: 15 minutes Attachments: Yes  No  X Board vote required Yes  No X 

 



Board of Livestock Meeting  
 
Agenda Request Form 

 

From:    
Brian Simonson 

Division/Program:  
Centralized Services 

Meeting Date:  
1/26/2022 

Agenda Item:            December 31, 2021 State Special Revenue Report 

Background Info:   Report for month end comparisons of state special revenues. 
 
Recommendation:  n/a 

Time needed:  10 min Attachments: Yes  X No  Board vote required: Yes   No  X 

Agenda Item:             January 2022 through June 2022 Expenditure Projections 

Background Info:    Report expenditure projections by division and/or bureau and attached boards.   
 
Recommendation:  n/a 
Time needed:    20 min Attachments: Yes  X No Board vote required? Yes  No  X 

Agenda Item:              December 31, 2021 Budget Status report 

Background Info:     Report expenditure to budget comparison report by division and/or bureau and attached 
boards.   This report also compares current year expenditures to prior year expenditures.  
 
Recommendation:   n/a 

Time needed:   5 min Attachments: Yes X No Board vote required Yes No  X 

 





https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0810/chapter_0040/part_0020/section_0040/0810-0040-0020-0040.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0810/chapter_0040/part_0020/section_0070/0810-0040-0020-0070.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0810/chapter_0040/part_0020/section_0080/0810-0040-0020-0080.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0810/chapter_0040/part_0060/section_0030/0810-0040-0060-0030.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0810/chapter_0040/part_0060/section_0030/0810-0040-0060-0030.html
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